GUNS
T0

LIVE
WITH

In the wilderness you can
count sooner or later on
finding yourself in a tight spot.
Having the right gun handy
can determine whether or not
you come out alive '

GUNS/BY JOHM A. WOOTTERS
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AN ALASKEAN TRAPPER was run-
ning his lines o few scasons ago,
armed only with a 22 autoloading
pistol. when he was attucked without
warning by a large grizzly. The man
barely munaged to scramble up the
slanting trunk of o dead tree. Grizzlies
erdinarily cannot  ¢limb  like  bluck
Bears, but to the trapper’s horror this
one foumd the tree’s slope sufficient
for a claw-hold and, snarling, hezsm
dragging himself wp toward the man.
When the trapper saw that the grizely
would be able (o rexch  him—and
mant to—he unlimbered the .22 rim-
fire handgun in desperation and emp-
ticd the ten=shot clip ot point-blank
range. One of the tiny bullets pen-
cirited the roof of the benr’s open
mouth and reached the brain. End of
RTHIS o i

Mo one would sertansly supeest o
Z1oax oo survival weapon in o grizely

Sohin Woatters knows whereof e
speakss e admits fo Taving been i
reveral errcrgency Mg sitiaifons.

Barrel,

country, bul the presence of thar pip-
sueak pistol on the trapper’s el
sved Rhis life and illusteated the point
that when the chips are dewn in the
wildlerness, amy gun s better than no
gun. Explorers, adventurers, and pro-
fessional outdoorsmen aren’t the only
ancs who may find themselves in sur-
vival situations, Such emergencies
eiten arise—withoul warning and in
many forms—dozens of dimes gach
year with. hunrers, pilots, fishermen,
bantmen, snowmobilers, campers. hik-
crs, fratlbikers, rockbounds, amatenr
prospecltors. and archacologisis, hind-
watchers, canceists, amd even picnick-
Crs—anyone wiwse work or reereation
iy take him into remote or rugged
wrrain. A freak bliceard, a lost com-
patss, o filed engine, an injury or illness
—all of these can turn o pleasant outing
into i nightmare,

A firgarm can make the differonee
in the outcome. Although not neces-
surily at the top of 1he list of r=.
sential emergency equipment (2 good
knife, compass, fire-making materials,
and basic firstaid items are wsually

COMPACT 12 GALIGE
ithaca Model 37 Deerslayer has

rifle sights, 20-inch barrel, $139.95.
Eun is easily kepl in boal, vehicle, plans,

FLOATING: 22
Armalite AR-F weighs only 2%, pounds
action store in hollow stock, $59.95.
Gun was designed for survival use,

TAREDOWRM 22
Browning auvicloader disassambles
without tools to 19 inches overall, 25975
in-Grade 1. Handy in camp or on pack trip.
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maore important), a pun performs four
major fonctions: [ood gathering, pro-
fection against animals, signaling—
and morale.

That last point shouldn't be under-
estimated; cven when the fircarm s
never used, s présencs ofien con-
tributes 0 @ lost or stranded man’s
confidence and ability to think his
wav out of his plight, Two years ago,
a pair of cxperienced canocmen un-
dertook o trip down a wild stretch of
the Conchos River in northern Mexico.
They were upset in a rapids and lost
the canoe and most of their gear. Line
of the men shattered & leg. His partner
had no cheice but ta make the man as
comfortable a5 possible  with  what
wolild he salvaged from the wreckage,
aned then strike out on foor to try 10
bring back help. The injured man had
a litlle food, a pile of firewood, and a
rifle, It was [our davs before a hel-
icopter. could return to rescuc ham,
and he 1abd o story of four davs and
mghts of pain and fear. drifting inlo
and owm of delimum, He said he
clutched the rifie like & drowning man

hugs a life preserver, that it was the
only thing that helped him lie thers
and wait for the help he couldn’t be
SAIFE WAS OO,

Often the presence of o gun pre-
wvenls o sileation from  deferiorating
intoe a real survival esi. A lost hunter
can survive for days on game he cin
kill. or help rescucrs locate him by
means of signal shots. He hardly stops
wo think “What if | hadn’t hud the
gun®” Somclimes A man @5 néver
Found, or found too lote, and nobody
speculates, “IF only he'd had a gun!™

The backpacker who weighs every
item of gear 1o the last ounce might
decide that n femherweight, short-
barreled 22 rimfire pistol fills s
overall needs besl. He might choose
the Charter Arms Pathfinder. at 1312
Qiinees, the Smith & Wesson Model 43
al only 144 ounces, or Ruger's alloy-
framed Bearcal sipgle-action revolver
al 17 eunces. High Standards tiny
twes=barpeled.  derringers—the  Wadel
[3-100 in standard .22 chambering and
the D&-101 in 22 rimbire magnini=—
wui::._:'.'l cnly L1 ounges and measwn:

five inches overall. Fifty rounds of 22
Long Rifle cartridges add only six
oinces to his burden.

For greater power in egually com-
pact puns (but at the cxpense of
heavier and bulkier ammunition), one
of the lightweight, snub-nosed 38 Spe-
cial cevolvers might Al the Bl Ex-
amples are the Smith & Wesson Model
I8 NEP (18 owmnces, five shows), the
Calt Cobra (only 15 ounges), or Char-
ter Arms Undercover (16 ounces), plus
spveral others,

Admittedly, these Little saubbies are
not easy (o shoot accuratcly, but a
Jangle E‘:-r.'l-;:IEL':: and a two-handed hold
ror a resty will work: wonders, Exen
z0, compuciness in itelf is not the only
thing to be considered in a survival
gun. It should be simple, rugged, re-
lizble, amd a5 wersatile as possible
Hince an injured man may have (o use
the gun, it should Be one that can be
lomided, cocked, aimed, and fired with
one hand. Other things bBeing eagoal,
this places the autoloaders somewhial
helow doublesschion revolvers in de-
sarahility. [ i

COMBINATION RIFLE-SHOTGLUIM
Savage Model 245 comes in .22 LR. or
Magnum, 410 or 20 gauge, at $63.95.
Widely useful for hur

iting or mergansy.

FOLDING SHOTGEUM
Beretta FS-1 is hingad at center pin,
comes in all but 16 gauge, for SEE.

Handy outdeorsman’s “knockabout” gun.

LIGHT, TOUGH SHOTGUM
Bereita Bronco 410 weighs anly
Vs pounds, 526,95, Similar 22 LR, or
tagnum rifle’1s virtually indestruclible.
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SURVIVAL GUNS [Continmsed]

Except for bears, few animals in
Morth America must be fearcd by
humans—in  normal - circumstances.
That  ward “normal™  is  important,
however. Any large animal may be-
come dangerous if diseased, imjured,
with young, or in oxtreme hunger.
Cougars, jaguars; and wolves may be
unpresdictable m the presenee of an in-
jurcd or helplesz man. One Arizona
cutdoorsman, unarmed and hiz ankle
broken, found himself facing a rahid
meuntain lion. He survived only be-
couse e animal apparently did oo
notice hin.

The only wild animal that has ever
charged me was an eighi-pound gray
fose.  mbene mnddened by rabags. [ia
made a determined attack Trom abou
A0 yards ond I had' o stop him with
# .22 hindzum.

In some arcas, poisonous reptiles
represent a threal. But they can alo
be a sowrce of food. Yer the most
damgerons ereaturcs on this continent
are probably domestic caltfe and swine
—especially malecs—gone wild, 1've

had  several h:ll'r-r:lirlil'lg encouniers
with Brabman cattle Tiving wild in the
brssh country alone (he Texas-Mexico
horder, and one cyeball-to-¢yeball con-
[rontation with a feral sow with a litter
of piglets. To my great refick she de-
cidesd not 1o take me on. The litle
wild hog of the Southwest—called col-
lared  peceary, or javelina—is vastly
overrabied 35 a menace o humans, bur
o il amken ome will behave oo of
character. Twice I've seen mnvwounded
javelina hoars offer o fight, and al-
though both proved 1o be buffing, I
was greally comloried by the frel of a
wood: rifle meony hands.

Where an ooldoorsman [aoes the
chiance of meeting a large, dangerous
beast=—tzpecially the bears of Alaska
ol Cnada—a survival gun with real
stopping power is indicaled. Many ex-
perienced  guides will tell you  this
means @ Fifle=i fig o rifle. B 0Oy
fishing, for example, makes 1ating a
rifle awkward, so0 cne of the block-
baster handguns might be a good
compromise. The brand-new, allstain-
lessester] 44 Anto Mag should ke con-

sidered.  Massive and  expensive. it's
still the mast powerful  production
semiguiomatic:. pistol ever made.
What's miore, i's surprisingly casy to
shoot well. One of the big 44 Mag-
i  revolvers—=uch as the dosibles
action Smith & Wesson Model 29, ar
the single-action Rwger Super Black-
hawk—wonld pack o similar punch.

Another handgun daeserves special
miention here begmse of s u|1i,.|||_|_|_=,
adaplability, It's called the Thompson-
Cenler Contender—a sinple-shal, top-
break gun for which interchangeable
batrrels are available in almaost 30 cal-
ibers, Two of these—ithe 44 Macnum
and 3030 WIOTF—wonthd be adeguate
l"l:-:l.l.'-:ilﬂpt'ﬂl]":{ af iy |'|:_|1a|.fg|_|n can b,
Qne of the barrels for the Contender
is chambered for (he 44 Magnmm
cartridae,  but  sporis ans additional
choke tube serewed onto the muzzie.
With this tube in place, the pistol fires
special  Thompson-Center  shol  car-
trisiaes that arc aboul as ¢ffconve [up
Lo 20 vards: or so) in power wnd  pil-
terning as a & 100 shotgun. With the
tube removed, the barsel fires all feg-

FISTOL-SHOTGLIM
Thompson-Centar Cantender shaots 410
shells or .44 Magnum cartridges,
5144, Could down birds or a bear.

. SMALLEST 22

High Standard twa-shat 22 Magnum
darringer, $46.95, stowable

almost anywhere, 18 potert al shoert range;

TQUGH, LITTLE .22

Ruger Super Bearcat is six-zhot

single-aclion revelver, compact enough

for tackle box or pockal, 554

Aulo Mag slainless semiauto |
is world's most potent handgun, 5275 |
Zan substiule for heavy rifla;

WORKHORSE
Smith & Wesson 22 LR, ¥if Gun;
#106.50, is designed lor rogoed use
by campers, fishermen, hunters.

MOST POWERFUL .44

22
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ufar 44 Mapg. ammo. A Contender
with this barrel-and-choke combina-
ton, plus an extra barrel for the 22
Long Rifle cartridge and in assor-
ment of ammunition, offers reallv all-
around performance for a survival-
type  fircarm. Telescopic sights  are
available for the Contender, and
another firm s reportedly abour 1o
market detachable, carbine-tvpe stocks
ancd long bareels (for legality) to fit
this weapon. Thues, depending upon
pecessormes, o Contender can be con-
sidered a rifle, pistol, or shotgun.

Il bear-bashing power isn’t needed
e wvou're not on foot, there are sev-
cral interesting rimfire rifles for cmer-
ceney  purposcs on the market. F |
these, the Armalite AR-T Explorer is |
the only one specifically designed as a
survival-lype gun. It's an eight-shot
semiaute which  can be dismantled
and stored in its own hollow plastic
stock, making a 2% -pound package. |
16%: inches long, Further, it will loat. |
Another mugeed, compact 22 is the |
Garcin  Bronco, an all.metal single-
shot with skeletomized stock. [t weighs
a mere three pounds, ['s not a take-
down model, but cven so measures only
32 nches long. An almaost identical
Bronco, weighing an extra half-pound,
comos chambered for the 410 shot
shell. The Browning .22 nutoloading
rifle. a high-quality sporter. neverthe-
bess suprests dtself  as oo sppvivl
weapon becansge of s Luke-down Feu-
meres that reduces the overall length to
fess than 200 imches, Weight is 4%
pounds. and no dools are needed Tor
assembly or disassembly {also true of
the Armalite aond Contender.

If o light rifle is good, a light rifle/
shotgun combination might he even
better. Savage makes an ever-under
rile/shotgun called the Model 24,
avidlable in various combinations of
22 rimfire, 222 Reminglon (cener-
fireh. 410 amd 20 gawge. I o service-
able, sturdy lntle gun. fine for squirrel |
and turkey  hunting a5 well as for
emergencies. It weighs 634 pounds
and it ammumition s both  light-
welght and compact.

The uliimate all-arcund  survival |
gun. however, probably would he a
large-gauge shotgun, provided it can
be transported  conveniently, About
ten years ago o pilot friend of mine
was earming part of his living flving
sportsmen into remoie argas of eastern
Mexico, Retrunimg alone one after-
noon from the Tampico area, his en-
ging [aled and he had o make
forced landing on the beach. wreck-
ing a landing gear and wing tip in the
process, He was stranded in 2 totally
isolated, uninhabited ares, and—bush-
pilets® schedules: heing [ reinieed]




SURVIV AL GUMNS [Conritined]

what they were in those days—knew
that a search for him probably
wonldn't met underway for a day or
two, In the plane was a 16=gange shol-
gun, and with it he provided himselt
with food—pigecns, chachalucas, and
vinamous from the forest inland, and
curlews amd ducks from the tide pools
hehimd the dunes. When help arrived
three davs later. he was happy. healthy,
sum-tanned, and gaining welight, hardly
the picture of 2 haggard survivor.

MMy own Gavorite eMErgency Weapom
for  prowling  the back-of-bevond
deserts and jungles in my four-wheel-
drive  wvehicle 15 o fegal sawed-ofl
double-brrreled 12-gauge shotgun with
{9.inch  barrels, Rile-type sighis are
mounted and zeroed to group rifed
sleps from the left Barrel on target of
50 yards, providing enough  sheer
knockdown  power to handle  just
aboul anvthing, With an assortment
of huckshot and birdshol loads, plos
the slugs, il's hard to imagine & sitva-
tion 1 couldn’t handle, Even preater
versatility s available by mserting 3
Savage “Four-Tenner” sub-barrel inlo
ane chamber, adapting it 1o fire all
standard 410 loads, or a Kriegholl

| adapter to permit the cffeetive use of

22 rimfire curtridges.
Although I can’t honestly claim the
gun aetunlly has saved my life, ils

| presence has certainly been a comiort

in more han ene tight spat. It and

s ammo are both heavy and bulky,
but this iz a survival sun for vehicles
—Jeeps. boats, airplanes, amd such—
where compactness can be sacrificed
for effcetivenesss. Maturally, almost any
1 Z-pauge gun could offer most of the
versatility of mine, especially the so-
called “huck special” punps and auto-
loaders offered by most manulaclurers
with rifle sights mslalicd,

The hunter, of course, 15 always
armed when away from camp, bat the
big-game hunter is carrving oo much
rifle and—usually—ioo few cartridges
for ordinury survival purposes, IF he is
4 handlgader, a liitle forethought can
provide special reduged-load car-
tridges for use on small gamd, If nod,
andl his hunting rifle is chambsred for
one of the popular .30 caliber roundds
— 308, .30-06, 300 Winchester Mag-
num—one  of the Walther adaplers
sold by Harry Owens can converl it 1o
fire the plentilul and less-powerful M-I
Carbine .30 caliber cartridpe,

mohody ever expeets 100 gl o
serious survival siwation when plan-
ning an outing, which is exactly why
many  (ragedies  OCour, Emerzencies
aften confront outdoorsmen with oo
warning, indicating preparedness must
b arranged even when the whole
sdea seems n hir far-ferched amd silly.
[deally, a survival gun will never be
mecded, bul if it s, it can be the ong
piece of gquipment that brings  yau
back alive.



