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First Complete Roundup.

oldinless Steel Hando

Like the look and feel of :
stainless steel? You can choose a gun \“

for every reasonable need — x i
trom ultrasmall .25 pocket autos, through police \ P \
service and target revolvers, T

to an incredibly massive .44 auto. ﬁ

By Geesg C. Nonte ﬁ““\i 5
Stainiess steel ie no siranger o the arms industiy. Those whoo served dur M\

World War [} saw if often— whether recogiized of not — in the forn of gas cylindes
i the U5, Rifte, Caliber .30, M1,

The use of stainless wthat particular instance emphasized the advantages it possesses Left,
for firearms apphications. The major drawback Io-gas operation of & military sall- : Security- |
tnader in those days was the ruinous effect of chiorate (corrosive| primer Tesidues E:: :’r.s i
that were not quickly cleaned off of steel surtaces. Unless thoroughly removed, the : ,uﬂmﬂﬂ
chioride residue (3 salt) soaked Up atmospheric moisture and promptly promoted fust . production model,
A comhat soldier could tolerste & roughened hora due 1o lax clesniyg, bot & rosty gas cylinder’ . |

would put him completely aut of business. Thus stainless steal was chosen for the vital gas cylinder . -
of the M1 Garand rifle. = resistance 1o corrosion kept the cylinder free of rust and roughness N
without freguent clesning and thereby helped make the .5 M1 the first genvinely successhl
autnloading rifle in military history:

While there are comgounds that will corrode good stainkess stael, they aren't mmall stainless
commonly encountered, and they certainly don't % unG is this D&
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SEmith & Wasson 2 5
Combat Master- /s e " o=
piece MET ,ﬁ =
handles - i
;IE A8 2 g 2 oy P
cimlbs. - .
i & . .
* Tiny Bauer .25 auto
is smallest of all the o
new stainless autoload- : “h
i . ing pistols. i Wy
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The alite of the stainless
revalvars is this
SEW MBE 35T Comhat
Magnum singun.

Plainfieid's
M7 is
umigue with ks
hlack=finish
stainless gun.

SEW MBO was the
firat succassful siain
less-staal ra-

volver to aver be pro-
ducod in the waorld.

é.l
{
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Walthar-like Indian Arms
is the anly 380 auto

- aualable in
stainless steal

Smith & Wesson MBS
is a plain fized-sight

o —
'\.}\.\H\.
Y

.'.l--.

G

Monstrous .44 Auto Mag
is the biggest stain-
lass gun of all and
maost powerful of

1 the autcloaders.
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Buist im the combustion hyproducts of modern
ammusition, nod in the envirenmests to whick
spanting and military sims ans exeesnd

Bk in the early 1 880z when the firs staindpss-
stenl movalvar was widar devefopmeni 2t Smith &
Waessan, & specimas was chained 10 a
péling on tha New England coast, seposed s
salty 53 speny for weeks. Some ware dunked
daily in biing, and athers Eaabpic e b the
ruelly abusive military salt-spray amd high:
Fwmidity tests, The commntional-stesd nurs nesbed
aolid and hecame totally meparstde, but
the stainless samples lunctioned normally,

Wisle sinless stesl possessed ideal
Quatities Tor inseing conlisuing servceshility of
lireaems under the mosi severa climatic asd
anvinenimEstal conditians, It alss presented
chararfanerics whick did nof andear it
te gun manufacturess: characteristics which wis
imawin Trom the eaalieat Bllempls &0 meke
staiméess rille harvals durisg the tesns and 20,
Candemporary authaities cooke highty of Paldi
alicorn nifle Barrefs, bul commented
disparsgiegty on thewr prohibitive st and
irvarishily raigh bove finish,

Stainless, in i1z many forms, is nol g free
mathining materal. bt does nof cut cheanly.

Dne éabiicetor says i1 “pats (e 8icky chaese™
aniher [@ens i1 10 “outting wood with
& dull chespl.”

These drfficultias result in poes suaee
Tinishes, problems in kalding olerancas, low
cutfing-toal life, and Increased pieca rejuction

Undder polishing the swiace acts “guremy” and
ripples or flows, somewhat like rubbisg & linger
acress nemdy dry painl.

Mest shootars demand highly polished and biued
exbernal cwfaces, bed I8 is impossible fo blug hars
Hainless. [t can be bwed only by first plating i1
with @ ferrous mutal, then bluing that ceating —
which is @ parates, since it amoents 10 roating &
fust-fren motal (which is why 12 is osed in the Tirsd
placel with s sagily esied metal & ouine
arceptahla sibatiute for bluing is black-chroms
platimg — at a sehstantlel incease in cos:.

All of thete faciors addad ep to
prohihitive cost factors. Kot ustil Smith &
Wagaon solved the machining probiens in 1965
il w gat the fiest all-stainless movobear, &nd,
Bxteft bor a few early highty pedished quns,
its coet wits mamageable caly by e of
& malte-like finizh.

T gwoid the high cest of machining stsistpss
partz, odher makers e made mesimem wp of
investment castiog processes and techaigess
e produce fames, slides, and othar
W0 companants requirisg very littke infemal
machming and none on 1he culsde They alzo
settled for an stchad-appearing finesh and haye
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All of these technigues have rasulied in
Making §1zinless-s1ael guns nronomically
feazibde. Where vears soo o stainless rifie barmel
2081 roughly frvm limes the price of s pilain
Coustergart, we now have all-stainiess eyolvers
pricad &1 only about 20 per canl shoye
Ehe identical modal in plain steel, And sow 3 tew
meinl-cuiting nxpars predicl e pice ditfesential
can e trimmad down to 10-15 per cent
= the nesr future.

A3 this is written, companies oflering slainless-
steel gens are Smith & Wesson with four modela;
Fuges with one; Indian fims, one: Bmerican
Firearsis, fwo; Bauer Firearms, e Plassfinld,
ook futo Mag, ena; and Mamrmen, one.

Alao, vbes makes and mpgels &1 gnpacied in
bte introgdeepd

There is new a atainless haadgun Tor virtually
evary reasonahla need; from an wirssmedl 25
wulo Brfeout gun up through palice service
and taimel femlvees — 0 the immensaly
powerlul, ban-hand, Auto Meg hunteg aute. The
compleda range of calibes dngm pipsqueaks fo
MAQRUNE i rapracespd

In leng pans, tha situstion is |ess imprassive.
We know of no stainless shotguns likaly o be
Fwmilable soon; and the few riflns whkcl
Bave besnt announced are ithar fae Tran producism
resdity ar have been dropped entingly from

\

The massive Auta Mag
is the most impressive
of the stainless-stoal
guns now auailable.

futwrs plans. On the other hand, the major makers
and masy indapesdent shops olfer genuinely
aupert stainizzs rille barals of almost unbeliovabls
ARCuracy

Tio bring you up 10 daie, we'se gatherad fogether
all the stainless slenl handgins avgilahis
teday. Seme we've already shot extansively and
reporied on tham w past issess ol 5T: others
wa'se anly just received and will rapset om in degth
in fufure issues osce we'in had an opparunity i
exaning amd koot them adeguiely. For
Ihase reasons wa can't regort on ail quns with the
same amount of detail. |Manulacturess are (i med
m alphzheticsd order )

Amerzan Firnams .25 &utn

Ameiican Firaamms was the Ts! indesendent
fiem %o néfer an all-stainfess sutlnading
pestol dollowing 55%W's introduction of the
MBI rewnlvgr,

The Basic gun iz designatad simoly “Sainises
23 Aube” and 15 o wery simple numbes
meagarating sides featuies. 's a Mowhack design
with a recoil spring benaath the beerel, and hes
tized sights and &= cight-shar magazine.

It it lacks the relinemesds of some more modem
auns, it makes up for them @ simplicity snd
compactress IFe the soallest of the sew 35 gubss
and is priced an 38760

The comgany alss predfuces 3 stalnlass

variation of the old Remingras SpUT-tgRer, cvar-
Undes derringer in 38 Spl. Prices are SR0 G5 and
SET.BM rezpectivaly

For mee information, sae 5T, Jully 1871,

p. SE, or write 10 Anerican Firsarms Mfg. Ca. Inc.,
1 2108 Warlield, San Angonio, Tax. TATIE.
Mag

Tihis i5 ong of the cendury's most controvarsial
handguss, not sely becausa of its cancapt,
hut becauss of the masy {roubles that heses its
rkers from the heginning. Dasigned
from scrasch to be built entiraly of stpinless
atzed and he the world's most powerful sulsleadar
il is pwraly massiva,

This original designis & rosary-halt. rocoil-
operated, locked-Braech, suloloadar means for yee
with ammamition lnssed ty hicherts
ahnomally high pressures,

AY pras=ng, the Auto Mag's futwa is wseartaiii.
Less than 2000 guns were buils bedore the
Higinal compasy folded, sad a new comgany,
T.OE bac., is nssemblmg that many or
mafe feom origiesd parts

The ahees sassivesess of its salnluss {rame,
haaral, and haarel extession ls mest
isgressive, et 1o that is ils big dd-caliber,
straight, rimdess cartidge, reputad s nutperiom
the .44 Mogsam rewsshar rowsd

The harrel, its fived exiensien, and the Balt
recail wpan the maln rams wbich cantaims the
kockwork and magazing. The gun also
has an exposad hammer and dusl secedl springs.
We will prespnt & detailed tast on this i
belore the year is out,

The Aulo Mag & 81 oaly the lirst stainipss.
ateel hig-hore sulaloading pssted to be Introduced
in this cousiry, it also bas the dubious
home al bessg the higgess and heavines tandgun
et prodiiced in quantity hem,

AL 5208 ir's bigh priced, but i1 does agpeal 1o
the pistol famcier wha wanis the mast
impreasive ane-hand (7] gus avadstie

The Auto May is assembied and digtributad by
TILE. Inc., 11609 Vanowen 51, N Hollywaad, Calid.
21§05,

B Eauer 25 8

Called simply *.25 Automatic” with no el
nuiber, ths sll-sininless-sieel saifloader lnoks
mxaldly like o fate-production Bty Hrowning, anid
that's just what it is, & copy.

Itz design is utterly smpla. Takadown is by
svawiog the slide back % of an inch,
ihes ratating the barrel counterclockwise. Baral
and slide then slip olf Jorward, and the Barre
| sl easily out of the slide. Th gun is




atsn hammenless, using & siralght-ding
shriker with a cocking-indicatar pin geoleuding
rearsard, The magarine caich is at the butt,
iBex rzcoll sprisg is under the banel, and the
manual sadaly rides ahesd of the ledt grp.
Shootiag Times cariied o 10£1 0a this g in fhe
Dedobes 1972 issue and more indarmalog
may he ahtased by weiting Haver Fireanms Gorg.,
345750 Ko Ave., Frazer, Mick 20028,
B Gudischowsi TP-78 26
1 thare are nonstainliess parts i this gen they
| maen'l apparent. Aesthetically and i & dessgn
vigwpoinl, Ehis i§ the mast appesting 26
suln 10 come dows the pike yel 11 i smallar tham

e

I the highly regarded [ unamilabled
Walthes TPH and possesses features the Wakthr
i does not, elong with mast thel it dogs

[ Blowhack desiga, it hee an setemal slise
siop which Bolds the slide open alees che fzat
shal, o quick takedown lever. 3 hammer-dizpping
manual safesy on the slide (which shrouds the
licing-pin safelyl. a magazine salely, wood
grips, goad gights, sod doubde-action capabadily.

Steipping & simple. Aemoee tha magazine Cand
clear the chashbaer, of cowsel, draw the slide
hack 1a align the right-slde Ssmond
notch with the takediwn [&ver polate the leve
180 degrees foraard; ease the slidefbamel fspring
it fnrwand off feare; inwerl the slede lif
ouf the recoil spring, and 1ifl oul the hearel.

To operate, drasr the slide hack and engage the
slide spog rolate the salety dosnwand; insert
a charged magarme: depress the slide stop; the
slide will run forward and chamber the fop
garlridge; the Bamme ‘will fall salely &nd the qun
cannot ba fired or cockad, To fire 08, meede the
salely spsiand s pull wigger through,

T fire S5, desengage the wlely, Bumb-coch the
harsmei, then pull the triggar

Thee TP-7 conlasss & s=parale ajeetor and
doeen't rely on the diring pin as s many 2hs do.
Far 2 D& gus i1 eontaies lew parts and

wnrks wmll .
Tha ombination of slainlass.steal
i consirection aml Being the smallest 04 awin

#wailahla maks it highly dessable, men 21 i1l
a2ifl price of 5100,

The gun s manulsctued sed distribated by
Rorarmco [Rotton Armamest Gorg |, 45471 Irwin,
M. Clemens, Mach. 480435,

B e Mame 350 Ao IR

Al Fust plance (ks qun looks like a
ghambessshosd cogy of the wenerable Wallher
PPE (PRI, but it &5 mat. It differs externadly in
Bawing an inlegrsl, serated, veatilated rib with

This Indian Arms'
380 has the most
unigue feature of
any handgun offerad
today — an integral
kay-lock type safety.

The Indian Arms’ .380 is designed aftor the
Walthar PPK [rightl, except for the use of
stainless stesl and sharply sqguared muzzle.

————

N

Slulllng down Indian’s trigger guard allows slide to be drawn roarward and dis- |
angaged from frame. Then after being liftad up at the rear, the slide may ba
moved forward and off frame, axposing barral and breech and recoil spring. ‘

SEW's MGT
Combat Mas-
terpiece is
the anly tar-
got-sighted
38 Spl. in stainless stael.

One of tha sarly pro-

duction S&W stain- |
less Chiefs, MGO, has

a bright-polished finish.

=l

Firearms .25 was tlu
first stainloss auto offered.

tha fixed sighds. A= the Ront of the slide &=
squaned off shanply, &5 opgozed o Walther
sireamlining aeed radiusing.

faiher obeious diffarence is 8 key-operobed
lock in the fhght end ol the satety shelt. When
Incked. the gun cannot be mecked, fired,
aF &ven opaned

The internal design has heen Simsdilsd

| and chenged sad aFurs mcressed mechanical
| nilvantege Tor eaziar amd smooiher OA
functionimg
Takedoan, hareling, and operntson are the
some a5 for the entire PRYPRICPRESS line.
Baet od 3 &5 the caliber — 28 hosest 380
BCP {2am Browning Shon|
(Continued on Pege 75|

Stainless Steel Handouns
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Stainless Steel
Handguns

{Continued from Page 53)

This is an excellent gun and it is
priced at $135 — a figure substantially
less than the plain Walther.

For more information, turn to page
91, or contact Indian Arms Corp., 13503
Joseph Campau Ave., Detroit, Mich.
48212.

Plainfield M71
.22 LR/.25 ACP Auto

A year and a half ago Plainfield Ma-
chine Co. introduced its M71 stainless-
steel, pocket-size autoloader, but a few
problems delayed production and the
first guns are only now being shipped.

This gun is unusual not only in de-
sign, but in finish. Externally it appears
to be blued, though by what process 1
don’t know. It is also of composite con-
struction, stainless steel being used
only for the major components.

Internally it differs from any other
pocket-size gun. It’s a completely orig-
inal design with a separate and remov-
able breech bolt fitting inside the rear
of the slide and held in place by a cross-
bar, which is, in turn, held in place by
the spring-loaded, hinged rear sight. In
a matter of seconds, the sight may be
raised, the crossbar pushed out, the gun
stripped, and its caliber changed from
22 LR to .25 ACP (or vice versa).

Very simple.

Later, we are told, a .32/.380 ACP
version will be offered, as will a double-
action variation,

This is a hefty gun with a rather
good feel, but it is rather bulky and
boxy for pocket use. As a .25 gun for
defensive use it is oversize, being nearly
as big as some .380 guns because the
basic design is for the .380 cartridge.

In single caliber it is priced at $69.95,
while a complete .22/.25 kit retails for
$91.50.

We'll carry a full test report in a fu-
ture issue and further details are avail-
able from Plainfield Machine Co., Box
251, Middlesex, N.J. 08846.

Smith & Wesson Mi64 and MG67
.38 Spls. and M66
.357 Magnum

Nearly a decade ago S&W sent us the
first “Stainless Chief,” the M60, which
to this day cannot be produced fast
enough to keep abreast of an ever-
increasing demand.

The M60 in .38 Spl. is the ubiquitous
Chief’s Special (M36) reproduced in
stainless steel throughout. Where the
first specimens were polished bright at
great expense, current production has
a matte finish.

In the M60 S&W pioneered stainless
steel for all parts of modern revolvers,
and the trail was an arduous one requir-

(Continued on Next Page)

Everyone loves an Old-limer:

of the finest, high carbon, edge-hold-
ing cutlery steel. Anyone you choose,

you’ll feel |

proud to hone.
A

When you’ve got an Old-Timer, Mis-
ter, you've got one like Grandad had
— but better. The original rugged
looks, comfortable, sturdy
feel and precision

sharpness. Every blade

1650T /%7
$22.00
914”
DvernlI

(OLD-TIMER")

250T

§14.50
5" §

closed

410T

$11.00 &
835"

overall

340T
$8.80
3 048"

closed

Hand-made in USA.

At fine stores everywhere.
Schrade Walden Cutlery Corp.,
New York 12428,

It’s No Contesf'

MICROMETER POISE
AND APPROACH TO
WEIGHT SYSTEMS
Defy All Comparison . . .

MODEL 10.10
Capacity
1,010 grains

Agate bearings, magnetic damping,
hardened steel beam pivots, deep beam notches,
guaranteed sensitivity, anti-tip bases and pans are leading Ohaus

features. To stay in the game others have attempted to follow the

Ohaus lead — to copy as best they can. With the invention of the Write
Ohaus Micrometer Poise and Approach to Weight system, this game for free
of "follow the leader’” has ended. Only Ohaus, the world's leader in catalog

precision weighing equipment, can offer you full value in a reloading

scale. Check us out — you’ll agree!
i

29 Hanover Road Dept. ST2
Florham Park, New Jersey 07932
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For Free
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THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS
Rchasier, gn:;r Harmprshare D367
e, =

and Backed h'f Q litetime Warranity!

At THOMPSON/CENTER
We Mean What We Say!

HAWKEN

Is 100% American Made

'

The Hawken Rifle did not hapgen by accident. It resuli-
ed from & ereative original design expertly applied to cur
manufacturing facifity in Rachester, Mew Harmpshire.
Hera! We exercize a constant controd over tooling, taler
ances and assembly 1o insure the quality of each firearm.
Wa back this quality with a Lifetime Warranty

I you're i the market for a muzzle loading rifle, exam-
ing all of the firearms available. Look at the imports.
Lonk #t those which are assembled in Americs using
foreign parts. Then compare them o the Thompson/
Center Mawken, We know that we make the fnest
muzzle lnading rifle available, but we'd like yvou to know
it too!

NEW/ MAXI-BALL
-
fior .45 or 50 Caliber Hawken

Thiz nowve mueehs Iosding Bulipl =8 moxi-

maum weighi, sakid base, cylindrical can-

ical projactide for The Hawken Rifke. irs
unigpue degign god vaaight destribusticn
insures stahilization. Bullet maulds foar f
this highly accurate hurnil'n:_] bullet are -.

npw availaie Trom Thompeen Qenger
J Ao, Write Tar inlTormation

AVAILABLE IN EITHER .35 DR 50 CALIBER
FLINT OR PERCUSSON THE HAWEKEN
FEATURES:

® First Grade American Waknut Srock ® Solid Brass
Trim & Deuhlg Sat Triggore ® Hoakaed Braach = Fully
Adjustands Hunting Sights ® Besutifully Decorated
Coil Spring Lock & Manufactured to Qoncrolied
Tolerance ® Lifetime Warranty

32 PAGE BOOK "
Encinize 51 00 amnd wi
wall include this mosd
infarmatnse ook ,
"Shooting Black Pove-
der Gurs." Enclase
200 and we will
Firweard ath tha
bk onad @& lorge 147
#x B4 | Four polkor
e argd Hawkan
Erixiem.

_—— e = =

SRR RC, TiLAGE (MERTELARER voiy

= = =mm—w =

ing much investigation of cutting pro-
cesses, materials, coolants, ebe. Where
mist makers since have mads extensive
uze of investmenl castings to avoid
expensive machining, S&W went the
traditional roube with forgings, Appar
ently it was worth the effort, for the
MG iz a top seller and gives unusually
trouble-fres service.

With all the bugs oul — so to speak
— of the varioous processes, S&W added
three new stainless-atesl revedvers to
ite line in 1872, They are the MG4 M&P
Model, the M7 Combat Mastorpices,
and the MGG Combat Magnum. [See
8T, March 1973, p. 64 for a full repoert
on the Combat Magnum.) All are pre-
cise copdes of their bloed-sted countor
parts and have that broshed hare-metal
fimish.

We've found no faull with our

Ruger's new stainless Security=-Sin
has a fully adjustable rear sight.

samples. exeept for the h:'.ight.nms. of
their sights — which should be hlack-
aped. All have clegn, crisp, smooth ge-
tioms in both SA and DA modes, and are
finely accurate with all ammunition
we've fed them,

The single sdwverse comment wa've
heprd to date is that some galling oe-
curs on internal parts, and at legst ona
cugtom pistolsmith cures this by chrome
imprognation of the contact surfaces.

All in all, the four 53&W stainless ra-
vilvers are well made and well thought
out. Buyers, particularly police officers,
flock to them like bees to homey. Prices
are on the high side: MG0, £120: ME4,
S120; MGG, $175; M6T, B137.50 — but
they don’t seem to be holding anvone
back.

It eeema logical to expect moare stain-
less guns from S&W, perhaps in the
autoloader field, now that they heve
revalvers widl covered

More information may be oblbained
by writing to Smith & Wesson, 2100
Boosevedt  Ave,, Springfield, Mass,
#1101,




