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~ | The Auto Mag pistol—like this TDE model

and those made by a variety of companies
from 1971 to 1982—were all faithful to the
original design, which allowed firing either
A4 Auto Mag or .357 Auto Mag cartridges
with a quick, simple change of the barrel.

& Developed by the

late Harry Sanford,

Auto Mag pistols remain a
milestone in bigh-powered
bhandgun design and repre-
sent an idea that was well
abead of its time.
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REMEMBER reading gun

magazines back in the

early 1970s and occa-

sionally sceing pictures
=l ofalarge, semi-auto mag-
num pistol. My interest at
that time was in other types
of firearms, so | simply gave
the ads a brief look and went
on. Some 25 years later, how-
ever, I found myself becom-
ing more and more fascinat-
ed with the big gun every
time I came across it in an

CDM .357 Auto Mag
COM .44 Auto Mag

one that was. It was the firs
semi-automatic magnu
production gun and was thd
first all-stainless productio:
gun. The Auto Mag concep
also gave birth to two nev
cartridges: the .44 Auto Mag
and .357 Auto Mag.

The genesis of the Auto Mag|
however, was not without i
problems. Bringing such a
idea into full production is no
easily accomplished. Never
theless, in 1971, Auto May

old magazine. As 1 started Factory Auto Mag cartridges were made by Cartuchos  developer Harry Sanford ove

checking prices on the few
that were for sale, I found
the going rate was $2,000—a lot of
money for a pistol. Besides, who
wanted a gun that was no longer
made and took obsolete
ammunition? Somehow, it
didn't seem to matter. [ was
hooked on the .44 Auto Mag.
50 off I went trying to
find out everything [ could
about the pistol, which had
also been made in.357 Auto
Mag. Before I knew it, I had put
together quite a bit of information
on this fascinating gun and, after
about a year of watching prices, I
saw an ad for an unfired .44 Auto
Mag and took the plunge.
Now the proud owner of a
rare and expensive pistol, I had
a new challenge: finding the rare
and expensive ammunition for it
Eventually, I was successful,
paying $85 for one box of origi-
nal Auto Mag ammo made in
Mexico by CDM, then a subsidiary
of Remington, as part of the only
large lot of factory ammmo ever pro-
duced. Norma later made .44 Auto
Mag, but dropped it in 1981. So,
after a year of enjoying looking at
and handling the Auto Mag, 1
decided that half the fun of owning
a fine gun is being able to shoot it.
With my wife manning the cam-
era to record the first round roar-
ing from the pistol in our back yard
range, we fired the Auto Mag, and
much to my surprise, I found the
gun's recoil to be milder than 1
expected. The noise and muzzle
flash, however, were tremendous.
Overall, it was the most impressive
and enjoyable gun I had ever fired.
We fired 14 rounds that day, and it
was indeed enjoyable. Now the
search is on for more ammo, reload-
ing supplics, spare parts, acces-

Deportivos Mexico or CDM. The 357 cases were necked down
from .44 Auto Mag. brass. Norma also loaded .44 Auto Mag.

sories, pictures and articles, etc.
Afier all, that's part of the fun of col-
lecting and shooting rare guns. ;
Not many guns are truly ahead
of their time, but the Auto Mag is

THE AUTO MAG AT A GLANCE

CALIBER:
COMSTRUCTION
STOCKS:

[TDE): K

[TDE)

Lee Jurras

DATES OF MANMUFACTURI
TOTAL BUILT: Fewer tha

came those challenges an
opened a factory—Auto Mag
Corp.—in Pasadena, California
Guns were made in both .44 Auty
Mag and .357 Auto Mag, and chang
ing calibers required only the addi
tional barrel and cartridges. Thg
same frame, magazine and bol
could be used on both. Unfor
tunately, after producing abou
3,300 pistols, AMC went bankrupt.

Trust Deed Estates then took ove
and set up in North Hollywood
California, later moving to El Monte
California. During this time, Hig
Standard had a number of Auto Ma;
made with its name on the guns
Also, Lee Jurras, of Super Vel amimu
nition fame, commissioned Autd
Mags to be custom-made to his spec
ifications. Later, Ordnance Manu
facturing Corp. joined TDE and pro
duced a few more guns (see accom
panying table) and, finally, Arca
Machine and Tool became the fina
resting place for the Auto Mag.

From 1971 to 1982, about 9,50(
Auto Mags were made by differen
manufacturers and in differen
variations, which makes the gn
perfect as the subject of researc
and as a goal for the collector.

In the end, Harry Sanford’s mas
sive, magnum autoloading pisto
never garnered the appeal neces
sary to manufacture it in large
numbers, but for those who believe
in his concept, there is still onl
one gun to have: Auto Mag. oRE

Editenr's Note: The .44 Anto Mag
is back in limited production.
limited-edition Harry Sanfor
Commemorative 44 Auto Mag fris
tol—serial numbered from 11
1K) —is wow being produced fo
Arcadia Machiwe and Tool b

" Galena Industries (Depil. AR)

54063 Diaz S, Trwindale, CA 9170
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