UIOMAG

COLLECTING AND SHOOTING THE ARISTOCRAT OF HANDGUNS

The author's 44 Automag, below, with
extra 357 Automag barrel, top. Also
shown are 357 bottleneck cartridges,
left, and .44 cartridges. The grips are cus-
tom laminated walnut (Rick Maples),
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On the left is the author’s
357 Automag barrel and
ammunition, and on the
right is his .44 Automag
barrel and ammunition
(Rick Maples),

BY
RICK MAPLES

t has been said many rimes: “the only
l|1i|‘|;_'- thit Separate the men fmm s|1-;

boys is the price of their toys.” That
starement certainly applies to this author,
bt with the addition of “how much fun
yiou have with your l:t::.'.\.~I
For me, half the fun of n:_'n||..w_1i,n§
Automags is being able to shoot them.
Like so many when the
Automag was being produced in the
carly 1970s to early 1980s, 1 was inter-
ested in other things. Years later, when

others,

the prices were hi:_'||1 and availahil
ity is low, [ got interested.

Finding Automags, original acces-
sories, amma, parts, pictures, articles
etc., is indeed challenging, Bur when
vou do find these rare items, it is cer-
tainly exciting,

The Automag was the idea turned
into reality of Harry Sanford back in
1971, They were first produced in
Pasadena, California, and larer moved
to various locations and produced under
different names. This makes research
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The author fires his 44 Automag. As yo
can see, the muzzle flash is impressive,
Here the author is shooting .44 Automag
ammunition with 22.0 grains of H1 10
powder to push the 240
grain hollow point bullet

out the barrel at a veloc

ity of 1,350 feet ped
second (Pauld

and collecring o

these fine handgun
indeed enjoyable. To add ro the excire
ment, this was the first all stainless pro
duction gun, it was also the first mag
num semiauto production gun and tw
new cartridges were conceived, the .44
and .357 Automag, CIDH, MNorma an
Super Vel produced limited quantitic
of ammo. This makes the ammo no
only hard to get, bur a challenge for th
collecror.

Conntinieeed oin page 5.
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Continued from

Automag w
tion guns w

Tag (e
by Bruce
CA 914L

t were h:llh’ checl-
ered, and a \-'4‘:“[[:1:‘_1:1 rih 1|unnr the &
1/2-inch barrel gave the Autom

of 111::.;1: magm icent p an" were htu][
Automag wenrt bankrupt. This could
have been the end «
form vt
life under the name of TTH*
Deeds Estares).
Mot only did TDE produce about
spawned an
oU Were not
y Auromag,
with 6 nch venr rib barrel, burt
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e ju:ft _pun':.
with a simple, casy, barrel and
change, you can shoot either cal-

crc. This was a
down the .44
ing it

r Case ill'lf_{ TCaIm-

|:ru11cr Even

_ itch barrels, and chis

it 1s recommended thar you have a balt

man.l'u‘d to tha hed barrel, which
vitched with it. This will resule in

the lugs of the bolt and lugs in the bar-

rel “wearing in together,”

You could also order from TDE an
optional 8 1 or 10 1/2-inch non
ribbed barrel for your Auromag.

High Standard became interested in
the Automag and had about 500 made
with their name put on the barrel. The
only ones of these
the & 1/2-inch vene-rib barrels.

Lee Jurras, of Super Vel ammo fame,

I've ever scen were

IMNOYEMBER

was so impressed with the Automag, he
became rh:: waorld '-ridr.‘ i _..ributﬂr Fc:r
Automag,

tribured |

the barrel markings. Also }urraﬁ had
TDE assign special 1al numbers,
beginning with “LE]

ras), to 100 Auromag

Autom | il ;

two calibers, l:hc'rc' was an "X follow-
ing these special serial numbers
for the .44 Auromags. There were

a very small number of other sp

kpacker” had

“International” had an 8§

.ﬁc:}ped b 1 s

der stock. These specially made
Automags are very rare,

TDE was later merged with OMC
(Ordnance v turing Corp.) and
after thar, became AMT (Arcadia
Machine & Tool). The last production




Autom Ags Were
1981, Bur that's
end to the Automag
STOTY.
new  company,
IVISIon
of (Galena irldqhtr:ﬁ,
bought AMT recently,
and is producing .1.513::1_1.1]
run of 1,000 Ha

thutln}: collectable
ammo used to be expen-
sive, If vou could find it
But soon one of the

AJOr AMMuUnition man-
ufactures, Cor-Bon, plans
to be producing .44
Automag ammo. For
those of you who like to
m]l your own,” am a|r1r

.-‘H ﬁutomag |:|r
reloaders.

The fallowi some hints to help
keep your Automag purring,

Mot all moving parts need to be oiled
on the Automag, There are several parts
for which oil may restrict performance.
One should not oil the puide rod threads
or the helicoils in the cocking piece where
the guide rod threa w into, If these
areas are lubricated, when firi
Auromag, there will be a tendency
the guide rods (you have two guide rods
in the Automag) two

ing piece. If e , there will be a

very good chance the ears on the back of

the bolt will break, and then your
Aurtomag is down. Even after firing a few
rounds, one needs to check the guide
rods for tightness until you feel confi-
dent they will not back out. There have
been a number of Automag owners who
have broken their bolts because they did

not know this.

ing, wh:n t['u: ,t:un_{c rud= come out so
may your hch\_nlls from the cock
piece.
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"he firing pin moves by inertia. Oil on

FOLr

the firing pin or spring may caus
Automag not to fire.

Chedk the ¢jector. It should maove easi-
ly and be Hush wich the rim of the balt

firm two handed grip ora s
Automag needs something solid o recoil
rling a jarm,

exciting pistol to shoot. Tht: recoil 1s not as
much as one would think, bu it is sall very
impressive. The noise and the flash is
eremendous {1 h yr .l‘.h:_'u:.:ting

used on buffalo, wild boar, antelope, bear
and deer with very

. utomag to be
mh'.rn‘nl:hr VEry a-:rurdtu [ rec Lm:h shor a
i one
}--.l.rr.l.-, This was

rtlu;ldt:d AMmunition,

Perhaps this very fine handgun i

ing a comeback. I for one, sure hope it

does. -
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