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Dope Bag ls complied by Staff and
Coniributing Editors: Dave Andrews,
Hugh C. Bimbaum, Russ Carpenter,
William C. Dawis, Jr., Pete Dickey, W.H.J.
Chamberlain, Roy Dunlap, Charles
Fagg, Robert W. Hunnicutl, Ron Key-
sor, Dennis Marshall, Edward A. Ma-
tunas, Charles E. Petly, Robert B, Pom-
eranz, O.0., Peler Reiff, Charles R.
Swydam and A.W.F. Taylerson.
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CALTION: Technical data ang infarmation
conlained rarsin gfe intanded o provde
infprmakon basad wisin e Dnded axpe-
fenca of mdvigials under speciiic can-
ditiong and cicumaiances. Thay do nof
dafal e comprefiensig Inmning, proce-

aures, lechaigues and salely precaubions
winch ara adsolmaly necessay o

cany o simar activily, AEAD THE WNG-
TICE AND DiSCLAIMER QN THE CON-
TENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE AL-
WAYS CONSULT OCOMPREHENSIVE
REFERENCE MANUALS AND BULLE-
TING FOOR DETAILS OF PROPER TRAIN-
NG REQUVREMENTS, PROCEDURES,
TECHRIOUES AND SAFETY PRECAU-
TIONS BEFQRE ATTEMPTING ANY SiM-
AR ACTIVITY.

AMT/IAI Automag IV

HERE are those o whom a linle

more is always a good thing, amd it
wik inevitable that, at the same time the
10 mm bullet found o downscaled appli-
cation in the 40 5&W cartridge, some-
one would find a way o upscale i
velocity, oo,

The smmeone in this case is fast-
moving pisiol maker AMT, a firm that
also has produced pistols under the
name Irecindale Arnms, Inc, A& full re-
counting of the legal process that led
to the LAD rademark and hack g
to AMT would take more space
than we have here, but suffice i
to say guns bearing the 1wo
marks arc made in the same |
factory and that alihough our

Al a case length of 1147, the 10
i . dwarls the slill ro-
bust 1"-long 10 mm Auto case,

SEPTEMBER 1891

Far thase wha find the 10
mm Auto inadequate, AMT
ofters a 10 mm Mag. pistol

sample pistol  was  marked
Ial, =oon all the company’s
products will again be marked AMT.

The firm, by whatever designation,
saw an opening for a 10 mm canridge
that stocd in the same eelationship to the
10 mm Auto as e 45 Win, Mag, does
i the 45 ACP. The result is a 10 mm
Mag. cariridge whose cise s 123" long
in comparison to the 1" of the [0mm,

The new round propels a 180-gr, bul-
let at mose than 1600 fps.
producing energies 0 the 41
Mag. range, making it usable
for game up 10 deer size and,
abviously, for personal de-
fense purposes,

The wehicle for the new
rounsd 13 the Autamag [V, a
fairly conventional, if outsized,
recoil-pperated awtoload-
ing pistol,

The pstol 15 a me-
M lange of design features
d from many sources. Al
the front is a CGovern-
ment Model-style barrel
bushing thai snugs up
against an  outward-1a-

the 191 1-tvpe recoil spring plug,
however, there is a full-length re-

pering barrel section. Instcad of

coil spring guide to serve that function,

The locking system is like that of the
EIG ar Glock, with a heavy rectangular
block a1 the beeech that locks against the
slide. During recoil, the barrel and slide
recoil together for & short distance until
the barrel is pulled down our of engage-
meeni with the slide by o cam track mav-
ing against the slide siop pin. The slide
then is free to recoil fully, eject the
spenl case, strip a fresh canridge from
the seven-round magazine and chamber
it in preparation for anather shaot,

The pivoting trigger aclivates a bar

Thi 10 mm Mag. proved a lol more pleas-
ant 1o shoot than had been antl
recoil is less (han Soms 10 mm Aulos
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AMT AUTOMAG IV

Manufacturer: Arcadia Maching &
Tool, B226 Sanos Diaz, b
windala, Calif, 81702

Mechanlam Type: recod-oparated
sami-automatic

Callber: 10 rm Mag. (testad), 45
Win. Mag.

Cwerall Length: 12735

Barrel Length: 85"

Wedght: 55 oz

Width: 174"

Haeight; 535a"

Magazine Capacily: 7

Trigger: single stage, 4 bs. pull

Sighis: Palridge frant, rear adjusta
bde for windage and elevation

Price: 3820

that runs under the right grip panel, pull-
ing the sear forward to allow the ham-
mer 1o fall. The disconnector is a bump
nn the trigger har that extends inio a cw
i the rght rear of the siide when that
[rart is in battery,

The safety 5 8 rotafiing half-drum
that blocks the hammer from contacting
the firing pin when it is depressed. The
exracior is a r:iw.n:iug hook in the g
side of the slide behind the ejection port,

Disaszembly of the Auwtomag [V is
simple in concept, bat we found it a

Disassembly generally Tallows (hat

Accuracy Results

Five Consecutive 5-Shot Groups at 25 Yds.
Fired From Sandbags

0 e Mag, Val. 15"  Smallest La A
Cariridge el [ mr:'r h;';.“
BMT 180-gr. 1680 Avg. 242 342 3.43
XTRHP 18 5d -

AMT case, Win. WLF 1838 Avg 258 4.05 351
primee, 26 grs. Win 25 54

296 powdar, 180-gr.

Horady XTEMHP butlat

Sd (standard devistion)

Average Exfreme Spread 3,50

tory  amamunition
and handioads pro-
vided by AMT. As
received, the gun
was  plagued by
faulty magazines
that dropped  the
MELaFine flowor

STAINLESS - MADE-IN 1,50~ HEFORE 4

AFAD S TREIET]
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plate on the last
round. We re-
Lumed the pistol to
the manufaciurer
and  received o
back with now
MAgATines that
cured the problem,

Given the pistod's looks and the size
of the W mim Mag. cartndge, we ex-
pected a lot of recoll and muzzle blast.

AUTOMAG T
15 W RAGNUE

of the M1911-saries of pistols. The [l

sample pistol's bushing was tight, [ 5 e Ley

chore because of the very Light fit of the
barrel bushing. To begin, ensure the pis-
tol is wnloaded, remove the magazine
amd refract the slide approximately [,
Press the slide stop out from rght to
left, teen allow the slide/barre] assembly
po mave forward off the frame.

The barrel bushing is then removed in
conventionak MI911 fashion and the
recol sprng plug, spring and guide are
pulled out, The barrel then can be with-
drawn 1o the rear out of the slide.

Feassembly is in reverse order; be
SUTE 10 press the ejector down out of the
path of the slide.

The Awtomag 1% was fired with fac-
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The Autarmag s recoll spring gulde is
long and is somewhat tricky to extract
{recall apring was removed for elarity).

We were surprised to find that the Au-
tomag 1V is really quite easy and pleas-
anl 1 shood. Recoil is a 1ot less painful
than that of other standard-weight pis-
tds chamberad for the conventional 10
mim Auio canridge.

Muzzle flash was quite intense on
our indoor test range, but this won't be
much of a probiem for the hunting uses
for which the gun would scem be most
useful.

The AMT Automag IV, then, pro-
vides the selffowder fancier a gun that
c?uals or hetters the performancs of 41
ivlag. revolvers.

p

The B5%%" barrel exlends well beyond the of the Automag IV's slide, While some

won't like the look, many will like the high velecity i helps attain, It can drive a 180-gr.
builet at above 1600 Ip.s., alfording sufficient energy for some hunting uses.
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