AMT Lightning 25/.22 Rifle

ww rifles have spawncd more after

market accesdones than those of the
Roger line. The Mini-14 or 10022 owner
can customize his rifle al any level from
the peosaic bo the bizarre, courtesy of
the many small munufacturers who spec-
ialize in Ruger accessories.

Mow Arcadia Machine & Toal Co,
LAMT) enables nmiire rflemen to cut out
the middieman with its Lightning 25/,22

ifle, & faithful reproduction of Ruger's
evergreen 10022 rifle, but in stainless steel
and with some aftermarket styling.

The 25.22"s operation s identical 1o
the 10¥22's. The safety, boll lock and
other features wre identical. But in place
of the Ruger's 10-shot rolary magnzine,
the AMT uses an Eaton 25-shot single-
column magazine. One side of the mag-
azine is made of clear plastic to make it
easy o keep track of the rounds loaded,
AMT claims that the 25/,22 will also work
with standard Roger magazines amd with
large-capacity aflermarket units like the
Mitchell 50022, Ram-Line, e,

The 35,225 stock is made of matte-
finished black fiberglass which contrasts
pleasantly with the all-stainless steel re-
ceiver, barrel and barrel band. The well-
proportioncd and checkered pisiol grip
is big enough for large-handed users, yet
15 not too large for those of small statore,
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The foiding stock s
pinching action on the
didn't find thiz operation easy to learm.

AMT s Lightning 25/.22 rifie combines the faml-
liar action of the Ruger 10722 rifle with soma
of the aftermarket accessories rimfire fans like.

The folding stainkess buttstock fermi-
mates inoa ventilated rubber recoil pad,
and its top radl is covered in clear plastic.
Several users found the operation of the
Bustrsteck s latch a bit trcky to beun, bt
it releases quickly and easily when the
proper technique is used.

The 25,22 was fired for accuracy with
a Weaver K22 scope (see accompanying
table) and functon-fired with Federal,
Kemington, Swarklip and Winchester
ammunition, The manufaciurer's instruc-
tions state that the rifle may fail to func-
tion perfectly with cerlain ammunition
types, and this was the case with Federal
Hi-Power and Swantklip standard veloc-
ity, which yielded failures to feed and
smokestack jams, respectively. Reming-
1on High Yelocity, Remington Target and
Winchester Super-Max ammunitions all
funciioned without stoppages, even when
the rifle was held at the hip and the
trigger “lanned’ for very rapid fire.

The 23722 is hardly a typical hunting
or targed rifle, vet its dramatic appearance
piqued the interest even of some jaded
NRA staffers, Fans of unconventional
rimfire plinking guns may find it aliractive
fovr wtiliny wse,
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