The AMT Magnurm Hunler oiiers good acourscy, rugged design
and the powear ol the 22WMRF cariridge Inwealhes-rasistant slain-
leas stesd, and would be a good choles for small-gams hunting
with the addition of a rifle ssape such as the Simmons 2.1 00 sbove.

@ years the 22 Long Rifle canridge

haz been popular among small-

game hunters, particulardy in the
heaviby-populated East. The imroductica
in 1939 of the .22 WMEF (Winchester
Magnum Rimfire)}—with 600-700 p.g
more velocity ond aver two frmes more
energy than 22 Long Bifle high-velocity
loadinps—enubbed hunters hamanely o
take larger animals soch as fox, ground-

AMT .22 MAG HUNTER

MANUFACTURER: Accadia Maching &
Tal, e, Dept AR, B226 Sanios
DCiax 51, iwindaks, GA 21702

MECHAMSM TYPE: semi-aulomalic
rirmifing il

CALMER: 22 Winchester agnum
Famding

OVERALL LENGTH: 4147

BARREL LENGTH: 20

WEMGHT: 6 Ibs_, B o5,

MAGAIINE CARALITY, 10

ATFLING: 6-groors, A twist

TRIGGEER; eingla-slaga, £ bs. pdl

SIGHTS: nong suppied; netaiver drillked
ant lappad lor soopo Dases

STOCK: blsck-painied handyood; langth
of pull, 13%"; drop 1 haal 'IJ.'!!-';I.'.l"{lﬂ Al
o, 14"

PACE: B442

hag and raccoon, and 1o take smaller ani-
mals ar bonger ranges. The (22 Magnum
Hunter from AMT (Arcadia Machine and

Tonolp marries the odvantapes of stamless-

stzzl constnaction and semi-ao funclion
to the ballistic superiority of the 22
WMREF

With the exceplion of s wiod srock,
the .22 Magnum Huomer i made almiost
completely of stainless steel. Both harmel
and achion are machined from =olid 416
stainless bar stock . Other iernal pans are
machined, stamped of cast from variows
grades of sqaanless, winh the exception of
the hammer, sear and (Egger bar cam,
which wre made From hardened 1ol steel.

The Magnuwn Humer sporis a ks
bastboan-rifled Free-Maamed barelina beavy
profile measurmg THY avthemiuzzle. The
crown s recessed, tanger-siyle.

Al fiest glance, the Magnum Hunfer’s
hiack, pebble-grain high-comb stock
seerms 1o be synthenic, bl is painted hand-
wirgel Tined with s1ainless sieel sling
swivels and a grooved plastic bulipkabe.
AMT 15 currently warking on & new syn-
thetic slock Tor s Magawm Honters, and
will offer a program allowing owners of
waad-staocked Hunters we purchase the
syrthetse ane al reasonable cost.

The action bar assembly
(8 connects the bolt
to additicnal welght for
refisble blowhack apera-
tian wilh the powerful 22
WMAF cartridge. it is locat-
ed by the magazine gulde.

The Magnum Humer's wbular receiv-
crcomxing the balt, hummer and hammer
spring, and is drilled and tapped for scope
mounts. The hammer, a hollowed-out
cylinder with grooves for szar and safety
engagement, sits cirsetly behind the bol,
When o round s Tired, the hammer is
imipelled rearward by the b, compress-
ing its spring spainst the nylon-bufferecd
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To disassambla the Magnum Hunter, first
remava 1he magazine from tha sction and
ansura thad ihe chamber ks emphy (Fig. 1)
Mext, fuirn oul the takadown scraws (Fig. 2)
and pull the action wpward aul of [he skeck.
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threaded retaining cap and engag-
ing the lip of the sear, which bolds
the hamanier to the rear.

The bolt is o stainless sieel
cylinder containing a spring-
loaded mertis-type firing pin and,
at the breech end, 5 0707 -wide
claw extractor tensioned by a
plunger and coil spring. A blade
welded mio the left wall of e
action and riding in a slot in the
bolt body ejects spent cases and
also serves as a boli guide.
Projecting from the right side of
the bodtis a kourled cocking lever,
which is also wsed to hold the
rifle’s bafl apen,

To shooters accustomed 10 .22
Lang Rifle semi-avio rifles, the
AMT's action might seem like
orverkill, but the design was neces-
sitifed by the power of the 22
WMRF cariridge. Instcad aof
maunting the recoil spring inside
the cylindrical sction body, behind
the bolt, the Magnem Hunter's spring
pashes apainst what AMT calls.an “action
tar,"” similar to the forward portion of the
botl on Winchester Models 1903, 1907
and 1910 seif-loading rifes, This &"-long
assemily consists of & single pizcs of
stainbess steel npproximately 350" wide
by 0807 thick, bent into a U-shape nnd
welded, aits free ends, 10a 24 long steel

ACCURACY RESULTS

Loosen the receiver end cap
sot sorew and remava the end
cap, butfer and hammer spring
m 3). Slide the hammer and

ol of the recelvar (Fig, 4).
Turn out thae twe hex miis on
thie underside of tha recalves
that retnin the magazine guida,
and remave it, Free the nose
of the aclion bar guide fram
tha detent In the forward
gollon strew stud pnd remave
both the guide and its spring
(Fig. 5). Finalky, litt the actlan
bar free of 1he recelvar (Fig, &)

hiock. At the rear of the action bar
15 0 tongue thal engapges a corre-
sponding grocve cut in the belly of
the boli. This arrangement ensuses
that the bolt and action hor move
&S (0 wni,

Welded o the underside of the
recedver, immediately before and
behind the magazine opening, ar
vwede studs. The tvwo paradlel tails of
the action bar fit closely
againg! the studs and slide
around them, The forward end

22 WMAP Ve G E Sealiosd Largasl '-m?ﬂ o the: recoil spring and guide
e T ) e, 0 sit in u Hlind bele o the
ﬂ% e Eﬂsﬂu’“ﬂ- 135 2% 2 aclinn bar's steel block, while
the rear end bears against the

%H‘J ;:gaé'!dhg 126 148 1.8 f,_,,?.;;dnm atud. 2
en the bolr and action
‘;E“M' : gagd"""'“ 485 161 108 bear are driven rearward L
—— firing, the recoil spring is
Auwaragy Exireste Sproad 197 | compressed between the front
Fivs consacigive 10-ghat g;uwh}m 5l yele., fired from of the bar and the a0, The
|thlum Fhid mmﬂ"mm: action bar is held ightly 1o the
Wi, Fﬂ'n:lwm.mqﬁﬁmmlb.-.muu ; receiver by the magazine
—J  puide, whese mountfing plate
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relains the actien bar rails in position
uncler the action.

Exiraction is asded by an interesting
engineering rick. In a 22 WMRF blow-
back-operated arm. pressure con case fhe
case o pdhere do the chamber walls,
impeding extraction. In the Magnum
Huniter, gas is vented from a hole just for-
wird of the chse mouth back to o spot
about halfway along the fengih of the
chnrnber The s bled imia wee chuanber
equalipes the pressure oulside the case,
which leads 1o easier extraction, This
same principls has been used with success
on military arms such as the G3 and
FAMAS service rifles,

The “'safe™ and “fire™ positions for the
thumb safery are etched on the receiver, A
red dot oa the safely picoe is alse visible
wlhen the gun is in the “fre” mode,

Whe fired the AMT Magnum Hunder for
accuracy with the results listed in the
acoonpanying table, and funciion-fired iy
with CCI, Federal, Remington and
Winclester 22 WMRF ammunition,

There were three failures 1o foed,
which ocoummed when the lower edge of
the bolt overrogde the im of & cartridge
being chambered, resulting in the car-
tridge going only partway up the feed
ramg before being crsshed in the micdle
by the forward-moving boll. We also
Fowmd that the magazine would not he
retained by its catch unless it was Garce-
Fully pushed 1t the magazine pukde,
While we liked the Mognum Huster's

rugged design and stoinless-sieel con-
struction, there were several complaanis,
At the top of the 1ist was the position of
the magazing, which is not only estheti-
cally unappenling but also interferes with
the suppart hand in offhund shooting, A
rotary o7 lwbielar magazine would seem io
be the solution, Alse, the gun's irigger
pull, though not panicularly heavy, was
ol bong and creepy. We also found
ihe safery location incomventent.

For thase who want 2 rugged, acourate
stainbess-slesl 22 WMERFE semi-auto, and
don't mind the gun's eccentricilties, the
AMT .22 Magnum Hunter deserves a
clome look,
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