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AMT .45 ACP BACK UP PISTOL

HE AMT DA Back Up (June 1993, p.

55} is a very small and simple 380 ACP
pocket pistal that is notable for its trigger-
cocking ook and s unasual construction
and rakedoan.

Bow AMT has scaled up the concept for
those who want 8 kot more punch with the
A5 ACP Back Up. The general cutline is the
sames, but the 45 is put together and comes
apart in a more conventional style and has
a locked-breech design in place of the 380
blowback operatzon,

The pivoting trigger retracts and releas-
5 the hammer in one long and heavy (17
I, ) seroke, The trigger bar engages a pro-
jection on the hammer. As the trigger nears
the end of its ravel, the mgger bar iail is

AMT .45 ACP BACK UP

MARUFACTURER: AMT, Dapt, AR, 8208
Sanios Diaz 51, Invindsle, CA 81702
MECHANISM TYPE: reccll-opanated sami-

Staf and Enllu‘:hutili

C. Birnbaum, Bruce
Raid Callield, Wikam G
. Robark W,

While Il resembles the flrm's 380 Back Up,
the mew .45 verabon has a locked breech and

TRIGGER! double-acton pul, 17 bz

SIGHTS: groove in sida fop

ACCESSORIES: plactic carmylng casa,
SaET Magazine

PRICE: $338.9%

camnimed downward by the hammer body,
releasing the hammer to fly forward, strik-
ing the firing pin and igniting the cartridgs.
The Back Up counts entirely on its hefty
trigger pull 1o prevent nccidental dis-
charges, There are no manoal, passive fir-
ing pin or magazing safetes.

Locking is by the familiar tipping barrel
svstem, but with a groove in the barrel
engaging u lug in the zlide. In place of the
MIYELs link i a solid cam surface through
which passes a pin that performs the func-

56

Tocate it am ks hode in e front of the slide.
There is no M1%1 L-style barrel bushing.
There aleo are nosights; a groove inthe shide

atomatic pElkl an entirely differant takedown than the 380.
CALIBER: A5 ACFP -
OVERALL LENGTH: 54 . o
BARREL LENGTH: 34" thom of the MI1911 slige stop, The recedl  top aids pointing at
WEMGHT: 25 ozs. spring presses against it through the forked  defensive ranges.
WIDTH 1347 end of the spring guide. A window in the
HEIGHT: £ The barrel is belled at the muzzle o tog of the barrel breech
BAGATINE CAPACITY: 5

serves a5 o loaded chamber indicator by
allowing o bit of the cartridge rim to shine
Uwrowgh. The extractoris pivoted o the right

of the pistol’s generously sized

ejecticn porl,

The mapazine release i
located st the bottom of the
stainless steal grip frame, and is
casy for the thumb te find. The
tharm b will mot find a alide stop.
The slide closss after the las
roud of a magazine, and there
is no provision for helding it
open manually. Those planning

The barrel is belled &t the muz-
zie o help locats it in the slide.
Thare ks no barrel bushing as
found in the Mi1911, There ane
also nio sights; rather a groove.
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o shoot the Back Up on a range should
cquip themselves with a wood block or
other cxpedient device for holding the slide
open during cense-fires.

Dasassembly is a lof easser than it is for
the 350 Bock Up. Remove the magazine,
ensure the chamber 1s empty and retract the
slide to line up the disassembly pin with i
reoich in the left side of the slide, Using o
brass punch or sther non-marming tool, presa
it out right to left,

Adbow the slide/barre] aseembly to move
forvard and off the frame, Then pull the
recodl spring and guide out of engagement
with the barrel ond off. The barrel then can
be: remsovied fram the slide. Avoid removing
the right grip panel, since its retains the trig-
ger bor and its speing.

Reassembly s in reverse order. Start the
pan i the frame with the slide farward to
align the barrel and spring guide. Then
retract the shide to align the pin and soich
and press the pin home.

Following the policy we applicd to the
380 Back Up, we dispensed with cur wsaial
£3-wd. testing in favar af the sort of close-
range shooting for which the Back Up is
designed, We just stepped off 100 yds, and
fired on the B-27 police silhovette target,

Funclioning was generally
185-gr. wadcuiier ammu

that the hong, heavy trigger pull often did
tened tor publ groups away from the cenler.

, &ven with
tion. We fowund

Given the Back Up’s 25-0z. weight
{compared to 39 oes, for the MI91E), we
expecied thumping recoil, but we found i
wasn t bad. You wouldn't care 1o shoot a

Matiomal Malch Course with i, but it cer-
tainly is no worse than many other compast
defenaive pistels amd revolvers,

The trigger pull was another thing entire-
Iy Its weight helped pull groups 4-6° right
of cemter when we fired fght-handed, When
firing laft-handed, they went 1o the opposite
side o similar distance, Shots impacted a bit
low with 185-gr. ammunition: elevation was
about right with 230-gr. loads,

Funetioning was genernlly good, even,
to our swurprise, with 185-gr. wadcutter tar-
gelammunition. There were a couple of fail-
ures to eject caused by the extractor slip.
ping off the cartridge rim and & fow
instances where the slide Failed 10 close on
the top roend of a magnzine, These were
easily corrected by pressing on the slids
Tearn

The zighting groove was effective in
deliberate firing, but it wouald be tough o
find when drawing the pistol from conceal-
ment, or in semi-darkness. Firng in those
sibuations will hove to be by bastinc,

The horresdous trigger pull means the
Back Lip is hardly fun to shoot for deliber-
nee aiming at paper targets, bat it is well suit-
ed for the face-wo-face confrontations s
mame implies.

SAVAGE MODEL 116FSAK RIFLE

The Savage Model 116F3AK rifle is equippad with
he firm's Adjustable Muzzle Brake that allows the
user to close off the holes when heawvy
biast and report need to be aveided, as in hunting.

milzzia

SAVAGE 116FSAK

ML’.ELLE brakes have become & popular
socessory for high power rifles, espe-
clally the magnums, Their drawback, of
courss, s increased mozzle blasi that can,
in the case of big boomers like the 4168, be
gquite painful, both fo the shooter and to
byatanders,

Many prefer to bt without hearing pro-
tection, the better to hear moving game, and
fior them the shartering report of 8 compen-
saled magnam rifle is clearly a danger
Wentherby, for one, has addressed this con-
cem by supplying its brakes with o tool for
removal and a knurled ring for protecting
the muzzle threads,

Savage now has taken that ides a step
further with its Adjustabbe Muzzle Brake for
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the | 10-series boli-action rifles. Deaspite the
namie, the AMB is an ob-off proposition; the
shvpoter cannod regulate the amount of gas
released from the brake.

Inner-and outer sleeves cach ane plerced
by 33 holes; when the outer sleeve is alipned
with the inner, gas can escape. When turned
by hand a fraction of a revolution againat a
cletent, the holes are ol of alignment, block-
INg ga5 exil

The unit, except for a Enurded surface a1
the base, is the same diameter as the harsel,
50 makes no unsightly Cutis Compensator-
like bulge. The instructions wddrass po pro-
vision for removal, and suggest only peri-
widic cleaning with bore cleaner,

The Maodel 116 FSAK's other claim to

MANUFACTURER: Sovagn &rms, Dagl.
AR, Springdale R, Wasiald, MA d1085

MECHARIEM TYPE: boli-action ritka

CALIBER: T o Fom. Mag. Gasted), 270
Wi, 3008, 300 'Win Mag., 338 Win
Mag.

OVERALL LEMGTH: 42%

BARREL LENGTH: 23°

WEIGHT: 7 iba., T ars.

MAGATINE CAPACITY: 4 |3 magrum

calbara)

RIFLIMG: siogromve, 150 RH hwist

TRIGGEER: ainge-stage, 47 lbs. pull

BTOCK: injection-molded plassic; langih of
Pull, T3 drop & Frsd, 1947 drop al
cami, 14

ACCESSORIES: rigger lck, scope mounts
and rings

PRICE: 3501




